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A Philosophical Study of the “dependent origination
and the emptiness of nature” in Avatamsaka Sutra and
Madhyamaka-Karika— Taking “The Ten
Concentration” and “The Qualities of the Buddha’s

Embellishments and Lights” as Examples

Chen, Shi-bin

(Associate Professor, General Education Center, De Lin Institute of Technology)
Abstract

Dharma masters of the various dynasties, such as Cheng-kuan(i&#), Fa-tsang(%i#),
and Chih-yen(%#), drew a lot from the philosophical ideas inherent in the Madhyamaka-
Karika (Fis) for their footnotes when they were writing comments for the Avatamsaka
Sutra. However, research materials concerning the combined study of the Avatamsaka
Sutra and the Madhyamaka-Karika are still difficult to find. This paper, therefore, aims
to carry out an analytical study on the philosophical idea of “dependent origination and
the emptiness of nature(4%i#£1:%2)” inherent in both the Avatamsaka Sutra and the
Madhyamaka-Karika. The focus will be put on a paragraph in “The Ten Concentration(+
Efh)” of the Avatamsaka Sutra which reads as: “It is like a mirage in the daytime—it
does not come from clouds or lakes, it does not rest on land or water, neither exists nor
does not exists, is not good or bad, not pure or polluted...Through causes and conditions,
it manifests the appearance of water, as perceived by the consciousness.” Also, the focus
of study will be on a paragraph in “The Qualities of the Buddha’s Embellishments and
Lights (415cka#-IH1E )" which reads as: “Just as my sound does not come from the
east or from the west, the south, the north, or the intermediate directions or the zenith or
nadir, in the same way the achievement of buddhahood as a consequence of actions does
not come from any of the ten directions...This has no basis, it does not come from
anywhere.” The meaning of the above-mentioned two paragraphs from the Avatamsaka
Sutra is in accord with the meaning of a paragraph from the “pratyaya-pariksa nama
prathamam prakaranam (&[R4 5h)” of the Madhyamaka-Karika which reads thus: “It is
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not self-born, not others-born, not the symbiosis of the self-born and others-born. It is
born not without origin.” Moreover, it is in accord with the meaning of a paragraph from
the “arya-satya—pariksa nama catur-vims$atitamam prakaranam (#ipd &% 5)” of the
Madhyamaka-Karika ~ which reads: “yah pratitya-samutpadah $tnyatam tam
pracaksmahe” (the dharma that is born out of dependent origination is the dharma of
emptiness). The Avatamsaka Sutra and the Madhyamaka-Karika share a lot in common

in terms of the philosophy of “dependent origination and the emptiness of nature.”

Keywords: Avatamsaka Sutra, Come from the ten directions, Madhyamaka-Karika, the

dharma that is born out of dependent origination, self-born, others-born
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